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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
Augult 27. 


AVING fome impor- 
tant Affairs depending at 
Court, the Jeifure Hours 


I had in waiting to get 
my Petition fign’d I {pent (according 
to my old Cuftom) in enquiring, 
Whetherany of my Acquaintance 


at that end of the Town had lately 


advanced themfelves by their fingular 
Merits. I was told that feveral were 
preferred to Pofts of Honour. Upon 
this Advice, 1 made formal Vifits to 
two or three ofthem. The Refpec& 
they received me with, banifhed 
from me all Envy. I could not re- 
pine at their good Fortune, though 
Fate had lately been fo crofs as to 
ruineme. This 1 counted not as a 
Vertue: For there are {Carce any to 


be found among the giddy Multi- 


tude, who are fo rude in their Na- 
ture, as either to be angry or uneafie 
when they fee Men fit in the Chair 
ofAuthority,who entertain all Guefts 
with Humility, and the Air of Gen- 
tlemen.By this thought I was thrown 
into an Amufement, and went to St. 
Fames’s Coffee-Houfe, where I retir’d 
to the farther end of the Room, and 
fate down in a Corner to flecp. I 
dream’d | was carried into a ftrange 
Land, inhabited by a wealthy and 
fubtle People. As I was ftanding on 
a Mountain to take a View of the 
Cities ‘Towns and Palaces in that 
Flourifhing and Populous Kingdom, 
there appear’d towards the Weft an 
extraordinary Darknefs.By its {pread- 
ing it felf I thought at frft it might 
prefage fome violent Tempeft ; but 
ooking more ftedfaftly as it came 
towards me, I beheld. the Figure of 
a Man incircled. with Infcriptions, 
which denoted that he was, The Image 












of Opprefiion. His Countenance was 
unfpeakably deform’d and terrible ; 
he held in his Left Hand a Blazin 
Torch ; ashe moved ir, Flames of 
Fire feemed to fly about him,clouded 
with Smoak. In the mean timea 
Trumpet founded, and a Melritude 
came trom all Parts in great Bodies, 
and bowed down gnd worfhipped 
this Moniter. As foon as the Ailem- 
bly was gatWered together round the 
Hills where the Image fate on a 
Throne, a Voice was heard as if it 
came out of the great Depths, com- 
sanding all Mortals then prefent to 
give Attention to the Decrees of this 
powerful Prince. Then the Tyrant 
caus'd Proclamation to be made, 
Thatall Title and Claim to Jultice, 
Equity and Right fhould be laid afide 
as trifling Toys, by all Perfons in 
Authority and Power. After this, I 
faw feveral Courts erected in the 
Neighbouring Valleys, and Judges 
featcd on the Benches. Immediately 
great Numbers of People flock’d to 
thefe Affizes,Jurics were impannell’d, 
Witnefles call'd, and Caufes try’d ; 
which latter took up much time to 
hear, but that 1 obferved was only 
done to amufe the Ignorant : For tho’ 
many Widows, Orphans and indi- 
ent Perfons proved a real Title to 
their Places and Eftates, and had 
Learned Council to plead for them, 
yet the Verdicts were given in fa- 
vour of the Rich and Mighty: And 
to confirm thefé illegal Decrees, I 
{aw the Image holding up his flam- 
ing Torch againft the Writings that 
were —“— in the feveral Courts, 
and there ftreamed forth fuch a ful. 


( 18 ) 


hureous Smoke as fo defaced the 
‘air Characters of all Bonds, Leafes, 
and other Inftruments of the injured 
Parties, that one could {carce read 
three Lines together without lofing 
the Senfe of the Matter; fo thar all 
thefe Writings were look’d upon as 
cancell’d, and others were drawn up 
by Pablick Notaries; which new 
Indentures transferr'd the Places and 
Inheritances to Strangers, who by 
Perjury and Bribery had gained the 
Caufes. This I faw occalioned a 
wonderful Revolution among the 
People ; tor many Families who liv'd 
in fine Apartments, and in great 
Plenty, were obliged to remove to 
little Cottages and Chambers,to feed 
upon courfe Fare. What movd my 
Compatiion moft was to fee an Old 
Gentleman, who had laid many cu- 
rious Schemes, very advantageous to 
the Publick, driven out of his Houfe 
and fent a Begging. I ask'd the Rea- 
fon of this violent A&t ; it was an- 
fwered, the Prince of Oppre(fion had 
done it, and there was no reverling 
the Sentence. The next Proclama- 
tion made by the Image, was, That 
a certain number of People then cal- 
led over by their Names, fhould di- 
vide themfelves into four fparate 
Bodies, and ftand feverally in the 
four Quarters of the World. The 
Company that {tood on the Eaft-fide 
were all Young Women dreft in mean 
Apparel, but in the Attire of Har- 
lots. They who appeared on the 
Weft, were Ladies adorn’d with fine 
Garments and Jewels; but all of 
them either old or deform’d. The 
Company on the North-fide were 
Beau- 






















































Beautiful Virgins in the Flower of 
Youth, who appeared with an Air of 
Modefty. They. on the South-fide, 
were Men of difterent Ages, with 
laf{civious Countenances and a wan- 
ton Meen. So foon as thefe four Bo- 
dies were thus rang’d in Order. the 
Prince of Oppreffion {et forth his De- 
cree, which I thought was not only 
ftrange, but a little unreafonable : 
For he commanded thatthe Women 
on the Eaft fide fhould have delive- 
red to each of them a Written Scroll 
of Parchment, impowering thofe 
Miftrefles of Pleafure to go and 
change their mean Drefles with the 
old and deform’d Ladies, for their 
Rich Apparel and Jewels. This De- 
cree, I obferved, was well cnough 
approved of by the Husbands of the 

ertuous Women: For they took 
the Harlots in their Wives Attire, 
and entertain’'d them with great Joy 
as their Concubines. The next Edict 
was, that the Men onthe South fide 
fhould go over tothe Train of Vir- 
gins, and either by Carefles, Bribes, 
or Violence deprive them of their 
Virginity. The executing of this 
Decree, I thought, prefented me 
with a ftrange kind of Scene: For 
the Male Kind ran as Arrows out of 
Bows to ravifh the Innocent. The 
Old Fellows of ‘[hreefcore were as 
nimble in their Race, upon this occa- 
fion, as many of the Young Men of 
Twenty. Indeed the doting Fools of 
Eighty made not that haite,but took 
more time to come up, and when 
they arrived at the Beautiful Goal, 
they were fo enfeebled by their 
March, that they wanted Ability ro 
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embrace the Treafures they came to 
enjoy. After this, 1 faw the whole 
Affembly was adjourn’d, and the 
Image of Oppreffion retir’'d into his 
Chamber of Darknefs, from whence 
he at firlt appear’d. Here I ask'’d 
one that ftood by me all the while, 
who feem’d to abhor the unjuft De- 
crees of this Tyrant, How long thefe 
irregular Proceedings had_ been pra- 
€tifed in this Country ? He told me, 
ever fince he could remember. What 
(fays 1) with fo much Rigour and 
Partiality as now? No (fays he) 
when 1 was a Youth, one of thefe 
General Ailiz.s was held but once a 
Year, now they are call'd every 
Month. Areall the People of this 
Land (faid 1) of this Aflembly ? Are 
there none among theMulrtitude that 
do Right ? Here the Man look’d up- 
on me and fmil’d. Friend (tays he) 
I hind by the Queftions you a me, 
you area Stranger in thefe Parts. I'll 
be plain with you, the moft of my 
Countrymen were at this Aflembly,' 
and approved of thofe Proceedings. 
However, there is a little Company 
abfent, who have Courts and Laws 
of their own among themfelvcs. 
There the Image of Fu/tice appears in 
an extraordinary Light, andpublifhes 
her Decrecs, that all Titles and 
Claims fhall ftill continue in the Pof- 
{eilion of the true and lawfulOwners. 
[-faw that Princefs (fiid he) at our 
Petty Setiions difperfe with her Roy- 
al Scepter,Fraud, Extortion, Bribery, 
and Corruption. Starting up (as I 
thought) to ask him on what Plain 
the Image of Fuftice kept her Four 
Terms,and the Names of the Twelve 
Judges 
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Judges and Four Barons that gave 
Sentence under her Authority, I fud- 
denly awaked out of my Sleep, and 
finding my felf at Se. Fames’s ‘Coffee. 
heufe, look'd about me. Lord (faid 1) 
am | here with honeft Gentlemen, | 
thought I had been a great way « it, 
penn'd in among a Cro wd o f Knave 
going off loaded witli the Spoils of 
the Innocent. 


. 





St. Famers Square, Augult 25. 
r o— this Epiftle laft Nighr. 


T a IS is the firft Opportunity I 

had of doing my feit the Ho- 
nour of Writing to you, under 
Ancient and Modern Manutcripts 
and Pictures ; 
by Report of undoubted Truth, 
thar a Piece newly drawn from the 
Life by a curious Hand, is brought 
to you, and now hangs upin your 
Middle Halil on the Eaft-fide: Be 
pleafed to honour me with a Cop 
of it, and I fhall not fail, upon Put 
Occafions, to fhew how much I 
cherifh the Title I pretend to with 
* (© much Jultice of being, 


SIR, &e. 
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[ returned the following Anfwer. 


Have by me the PiQure you 
mention,and (according to your 


whofe Cultody are the Originals of 


and being aflured ° 


* Requeft) do herewith fend you a 
© Draught of the Original, which 
* falls very fhort of giving you the 
* Satisfaction you might have had in 
* viewing the Piece it felf. 


Heifler Ryley, 


A Copy ef the Charaticr taken from the 
Original Pitiure. juft as it hangs 
up in my Great Hail, 


This Piece reprefents a Perfon, 
whofe Ambition carried him far 
above his Sphere, and led him to an 
eager Purfuit of Honour and Prefer- 
mient. One Place of ‘Truft could not 
fatishe him; he was not contented 
with being the Favourite of the 
Prince under whofe Authority he 
bore Rule. He took a@fingular Plea- 
fure in performingActionsthat might 
regilter his Name to after Ages, and 
proclaim him Great. He came into 
the World Poor, but was fond of 
dying Rich. If you want to know 
where he drew his firft Breath, it 
was inaCottage; yet he aim’d to 
live in a Palace. ‘This Man was for 
receiving fingular Favours, but re- 
turning Contempt. If at any time 
reverd by the Mean and the Bafe, 
he rece ived the Compliment with an 
Air of vain Grandeur. View him at: 
Court, in his Houfe, in his Compa- 
ny, or in his private Retirements,he 
ever reprefents the Original. 





